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RECREATIONAL AVIATION AUSTRALIA InC




Date 11 September 2008
RECREATIONAL AIRCRAFT AIRWORTHINESS NOTICE 

AIRWORTHINESS NOTICE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER:  080908-1
COMPULSORY INSPECTION OF WOODCOMP PROPELLER BLADES FOR CRACKS WEAR AND DAMAGE   
To:  

All owners and operators of Aircraft fitted with a Woodcomp ground adjustable or flight adjustable propellers, all models with 500 hrs or less time in service.
Background:  

A recent propeller blade failure has indicated that there is the possibility of delamination of the wooden layers.  The propeller involved had only been in service for 95 hrs. The propeller blade failure caused the engine to fail and caused damage to the engine mount frame, engine mounts induction and exhaust systems
 Action Required: 

 BEFORE NEXT FLIGHT:  
1. Using a bright light and a magnifying glass examine the blades on all Woodcomp propellers for indications of cracking in the fibreglass covering.

2. Examine the blades on Woodcomp propellers for wear in the area of the blade mounts.  
Wear is indicated by a black greasy substance in the area of the blade butt.
3.
Any blade found showing an indication of cracking or wear should be removed and examined by a L2 Authorisation holder.
4.
A visual inspection of the area should be made to determine if there is any looseness of the blade in the blade boss, cracks, damage or abnormal wear.  
5.
Loose or damaged blades should be replaced immediately with serviceable 
blades

At Each Daily Inspection.  
Visually inspect the propeller blades for indications of cracks, wear, damage and security particularly in the area of the blade root.
Recommended Further Action. 
This is a continuing airworthiness notice.
Reports and Recording. 
The initial inspection is to be recorded in the aircraft log book

Citing AN, any deficits found are to be reported to the RA-Aus office 

Technical Manager

Defect Reporting is one of the primary ways we have in ensuring continued safety in our operations.

