The Airservices Australia Scholarships for GYFTS in Recreational Aviation Scheme Information Sheet
GYFTS- Giving Young Flyers Training Support
1. Flight Training Support Goals and Objectives

The aims of Airservices - RA-Aus GYFTS are to:

· introduce young people to the sport of recreational aviation,

· develop responsible and safe flying attitudes,
· offer a basis of aviation knowledge for advancement and careers in recreational, military or general commercial aviation,
· assist young people to complete their flying training at minimal cost, and
· encourage young people to become active long-term members of the recreational aviation community.

GYFTS is a support program for young people with a genuine interest in aviation - it is not a 'prize'. An important principle is that recipients make a commitment to contribute in-kind to various ongoing club and organisational and aviation activities. It aims to assist young people who have taken steps to begin their training, but due to financial hardship, find it difficult or impossible to continue.

2. Definition of Young People
Flying Training support is available to male and female students who are fifteen years old by the 1st January of the year they commence training and will not have turned age twenty-five (for RA-Aus scholarships) or have turned age 21 for Airservices/RA-Aus scholarships by the 31st of December of that year.

3. Type of Support Available
Initial Flight training up to a total of $2500 for Airservices Scholarships.
4. The Flyers Training Support  Selection Criteria

Applicants must demonstrate an aptitude for flying, a commitment to aviation, and financial need.  These are the foremost requirements of the selection process  Additionally, applicants must have demonstrated a desire to learn to fly by having commenced training.  

Selection will be further assessed on the following criteria:
1. level of co-operation and support from family members,
2. ability to contribute financially or in kind to continuing participation in recreational aviation, and 
3. level of interest in continuing as an RA-Aus member.
Each applicant under the age of 18 years must submit written approval from a parent and/or guardian.

Each applicant must contact and then nominate 2 non-family members to act as  referees whom RA-Aus may contact, and who can affirm to the applicant's interest and commitment to aviation.

 For example:
· teachers, youth workers, club leaders. 

· a licensed pilot who knows the applicant. 

Additionally, the candidate’s CFI or instructor must complete a confidential report  to affirm applicant’s aptitude and attitude to aviation.  Instructors and CFIs who provide additional information about the candidate greatly assist the Assessment Panel in determining the suitability of the applicant.
Exclusions

· Previous Flying Training Support recipients are ineligible for further flying scholarships from RA-Aus.

· Relatives of Current RA-Aus Board members or Managers are also ineligible 

· Relatives of Instructors are ineligible to apply if learning from that relative.

5. The Process

Applicants shall:

1. Forward a completed Application Form and two (2) copies to RA-Aus GYFTS Program Assessment Panel  (See application form for more details).
2. Be assessed by a CFI on aptitude, attitude and need at the candidate’s own expense.  The Assessment Panel shall conduct an assessment of attitude, aptitude and need and short list candidates if necessary.
6. The Assessment Panel
The Assessment Panel shall be comprised of a permanent chair and at least 2 RA-Aus members and shall:

· acknowledge all applications.

· provide an RA-Aus Application form

· prepare a confidential shortlist of candidates
· prepare a list of graded applicants for final approval by the Board of RA-Aus

· advise short listed applicants of the scholarship assistance outcomes and recipients of the scholarship support

· advise the scholarship support recipient of the type of support to be granted.
7. Terms and Conditions

The scholarship support recipients must:

· live within practical distance of an airfield with transport means to the airfield

· be in good physical health and be able to enter and exit an aircraft without assistance 

· be able to sign a medical declaration that they are of fit and healthy to a standard  equivalent to that required by a motor vehicle drivers licence

· complete their training and obtain their Pilot Certificate within twelve months of receiving the scholarship

· In exceptional circumstances, students who require more time can apply to the committee for consideration.

· the scholarship monies will be paid, on production of an invoice from a flying school; a copy of the logbook of hours flown signed by the CFI; or a copy of the student records signed by the CFI. 
8. What's the all-up cost to the Flyer Support recipient to get a pilot certificate?
Most young pilots require about thirty to forty flying hours to achieve an initial

Recreational Pilot Certificate. For a cost of approximately $6800 (plus own personal costs such as transport) the scholarship recipient can aim for certificate status.
9. What this Flyer Support does not include

· Commencement of training costs, such as initial BAK tests.
· Transport to and from the training facility.

· Books and equipment 

· Insurance

10. Where to in the future?
RA- AUS would expect that students who benefit from this scheme might;
· upgrade to passenger carrying endorsement for family & friends,
· upgrade to cross-country endorsement for flight throughout Australia,
· use prior learning of flight hours and pilot certificate to convert to recreational, general & military aviation, and
· have better job opportunities and career path for recreational, military or airline aviation
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